
Expressway Authority Sues 
URS for Foundation Design
Errors and Negligence

As this Authority committed to you many

months ago, the significant challenges

surrounding the elevated portions of the

Reverse Express Lanes project are being

directly and vigorously addressed. In

October 2005, the Tampa-Hillsborough

County Expressway Authority filed its

lawsuit against URS, the original design

engineers of the Lee Roy Selmon

Crosstown Expressway. The lawsuit is

intended to recover the more than 

$120 million in repair costs necessary for

the completion and guaranteed safety of 

the bridge.

Our highest priority is to ensure the

safety of our roads for travelers, restore

public trust in the reliability of the

Reversible Lanes Bridge, and make certain

all Expressway Authority projects are held

to rigorous construction standards. Our

hope had been to resolve this issue with

URS short of litigation; however, in light of

two failed mediation efforts, it was clear

that litigation was our best course of

action. Any repair costs recovered by the

outcome of this litigation will be used by

the Expressway Authority to support future

improvements and projects.

Please know that the Expressway

Authority is aggressively moving to repair

the foundations, that the bridge repairs are

well on track, and that the opening is

scheduled for late Summer/early Fall 2006.

I am confident that the Reversible Express

Lanes will be a successful addition to our

network of interstates and expressways

and will be a valuable asset to our

community for years to come.

Winter 2005

Authority relocates to new 
Traffic Management Center

Give the Gift of Easy Holiday Travel 

Brandon Gateway Opening Gets 
Motorists Home for Holidays

the inside lane

You’re behind the wheel! Contact us and let 
us know what you think.

E-mail: driven@tampa-xway.com
Phone: (813) 272-6740
Tampa-Hillsborough Expressway Authority
1104 E. Twiggs Street, Suite 300
Tampa, FL  33602

the driver’s seat

Selmon Crosstown Expressway

“Our highest priority
is to ensure the 

safety of our roads
for travelers.”

By J.Thomas Gibbs, Tampa-Hillsborough Expressway Authority Chairman
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Governor Jeb Bush announced the Florida

Department of Transportation (FDOT) will

spend $3 billion in the coming years on

transportation projects around the state

including the I-4 Connector, an elevated

highway linking the Port of Tampa,

Selmon Crosstown Expressway, and I-4

near Ybor City. The new funding will pay

for ramps to allow traffic from east and

south Hillsborough to access the I-4

Connector, providing alternative routes 

to downtown and northbound I-275.

The Expressway Authority was

instrumental in the initial planning and

project development of the I-4 Connector,

laying the groundwork for the project that

FDOT plans to begin construction in

2009-10. One of the Authority’s

contributions to the project was the

addition of a dedicated truck lane,

alleviating the heavy truck traffic literally

destroying some of the historic structures

in Ybor City.

construction timeline

Winter 2005

Completion of Segment Casting for Elevated Lanes Bridge Erection Recommenced Completion of Traffic Management Center

Spring 2005 Summer 2005

I-4 Connector Receives Funding

Authority Relocates to 
New Traffic Management Center

The Expressway Authority moved its 

offices to the newly constructed Traffic

Management Center, located in the Channel

District on the corner of Meridian Avenue

and Twiggs Street.

The three-story building, which will

host the offices of the City of

Tampa Traffic Management

Group and Florida's Turnpike

Enterprise Regional Toll

Operations, brings all of the

city's traffic operations under

one roof. TransCore, a

transportation logistics

software corporation, will

also maintain offices 

on-site.

On the second floor, full

video screens will provide

up-to-the-minute views of

traffic on the Selmon

Crosstown Expressway.

The City of Tampa will also be able to

monitor traffic on city roads and control

more than 500 traffic signals within city

limits, allowing for improved traffic

management and smoother traffic flow.

This holiday season, let family and

friends know you care by giving

SunPass transponders as gifts, saving

them money and valuable time during

their travels.

The perfect stocking stuffer,

SunPass works on toll roads and most

toll bridges throughout Florida, making

statewide holiday travel faster and less

expensive.At most toll plazas on the

Selmon Crosstown Expressway, SunPass

users save 25 cents per plaza over

drivers who pay cash.

To purchase SunPass transponders

as holiday gifts, visit sunpass.com on

the Internet, call 888-TOLL-FLA 

(888-865-5352), or stop by a local

Publix Supermarket or CVS/pharmacy.

Give the Gift of
Easy Holiday Travel 

TEX-109_winter05_news_FNL.qxd  1/12/06  1:53 PM  Page 3



Reversible Lanes Project
(Under Construction)

Crosstown Expressway

Expressway Improvements

Points of Interest

Expressway Exit

Toll Plaza

www.tampa-xway.com

Fall 2005

Completion of 78th Street and I-75

Summer 2006

Completion of Downtown Gateway at Meridian

Summer 2006

Completion of Reversible Express Lanes Project

Tampa-Hillsborough Expressway Authority System Map

To help holiday travelers and shoppers

reach their destinations more quickly

and with less hassle, the Tampa-

Hillsborough County Expressway

Authority opened the Brandon Gateway

in November. It will remain open

through the end of January 2006.

The opening provides access for

eastbound motorists on the Selmon

Crosstown Expressway to enter lanes

on the Reversible Express Lanes just

west of U.S. 301, bypassing travel on

Interstate 75, to reach the 

Brandon Parkway.

This one-way system provides 

a faster route to Brandon and the

Westfield Mall during the busy holiday

shopping and travel seasons. Currently,

travelers must use I-75, U.S. 301, or

Falkenburg Road exits to reach Brandon.

The temporary opening will close at the end of January 2006, as part of

the final construction efforts to complete the entire Reversible Express Lanes

for their anticipated opening in the late Summer/early Fall 2006.

Brandon Gateway Opening Gets Motorists Home for Holidays

CAUSEWAY BLVD

WEST BRANDON BLVD
HIGHWAY 60

Brandon Gateway Opening

Selmon Crosstown Expressway

Reversible Lanes Project (Under Construction)
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